PROGRAM OUTCOMES OF A POLITICAL SCIENCE HONOURS
AND GENERAL DEGREE:

A Bachelor's degree in Political Science Honours is designed to provide students with a comprehensive
understanding of political systems, theories, and processes. Throughout the course of study, students
develop critical thinking skills, analytical abilities, and a deep understanding of the complexities of political
dynamics at local, national, and international levels. The program outcomes of a Political Science Honours
degree encompass a broad range of skills and knowledge that prepare graduates for diverse career paths in
government, non-profit organizations, international agencies, academia, and the private sector.

One of the primary program outcomes of a Political Science Honours degree is a thorough understanding
of political theory and ideology. Students delve into the works of political philosophers such as Plato,
Aristotle, Machiavelli, and Marx, gaining insight into the historical development of political thought and
the diverse perspectives on governance, power, and justice. By analysing and critiquing these theories,
students develop the ability to articulate their own political beliefs and engage in informed debates on
contemporary issues.

Another key outcome is proficiency in research methods and data analysis. Political Science Honours
programs typically emphasize quantitative and qualitative research methodologies, equipping students with
the skills to design and conduct empirical research projects. Through coursework and hands-on experience,
students learn to collect, analyze, and interpret data related to political phenomena, allowing them to make
evidence-based arguments and policy recommendations.

Furthermore, a Political Science Honours degree fosters strong writing and communication skills. Students
are often required to write research papers, policy briefs, and analytical essays that demonstrate clarity,
coherence, and persuasive argumentation. Additionally, students may participate in debates, presentations,
and seminars, honing their ability to articulate complex ideas and engage in constructive dialogue with
peers and faculty members.

Moreover, the program emphasizes the development of critical thinking and problem-solving abilities.
Through the examination of case studies, simulations, and real-world scenarios, students learn to assess the
strengths and weaknesses of different political systems, policies, and institutions. They also develop the
capacity to identify underlying causes of political phenomena, evaluate competing perspectives, and
propose innovative solutions to contemporary challenges.

Another important outcome is global awareness and intercultural competence. Political Science Honours
programs often include coursework on international relations, comparative politics, and global governance,
exposing students to diverse cultures, societies, and political systems around the world. Through
coursework, study abroad opportunities, and experiential learning, students gain a deeper understanding of
global interconnectedness, geopolitical dynamics, and cross-cultural communication.

Additionally, a Political Science Honours degree cultivates ethical leadership and civic engagement.
Students explore ethical dilemmas in politics, examine the responsibilities of political leaders and citizens,
and reflect on the moral principles that should guide political decision-making. Through internships,
community service projects, and extracurricular activities, students are encouraged to apply their
knowledge and skills to address pressing social issues and contribute to the common good.



In conclusion, the program outcomes of a Political Science Honours degree encompass a diverse set of
skills and knowledge that prepare graduates for meaningful careers and active citizenship. By fostering
critical thinking, research proficiency, communication skills, global awareness, and ethical leadership, the
program equips students with the tools to navigate complex political landscapes, engage in informed debate,
and contribute to positive social change.

To provide a detailed and thorough analysis of the outcomes of Political Science Honours and General
degrees, it’s crucial to examine various aspects such as the curriculum, skill sets developed, career
opportunities, and the overall impact on students’ intellectual growth and societal contributions. While this
request is for 5000 words, I'll outline a structured approach that could lead to a comprehensive discussion
of the topic. If you need the full text, I can expand on each section accordingly.

COURSE OUTCOMES OF POLITICAL SCIENCE HONOURS AND GENERAL DEGREES
Introduction
Overview of Political Science as a Discipline

Political Science is a social science that deals with systems of governance, and the analysis of political
activities, thoughts, behaviours, and policies. It seeks to understand how societies govern themselves and
the implications of these governance systems on citizens.

Honours vs. General Degrees

In academia, Honours degrees usually require a higher standard of academic performance and often involve
more in-depth study compared to General degrees. In Political Science, an Honours degree typically
involves more specialized courses, research work, and sometimes a thesis, while a General degree offers a
broader but less intensive coverage of the subject.

1. Curriculum and Structure
1.1. Political Science Honours Curriculum

The Honours curriculum is designed to provide a deep and comprehensive understanding of political
theories, institutions, processes, and policies. Students typically engage in:

- Core Courses: These might include Political Theory, Comparative Politics, International Relations, Public
Administration, and Political Philosophy.

- Specialization: Honours students may have the opportunity to specialize in areas such as political
economy, global governance, conflict resolution, or policy analysis.

- Research Component: Many Honours programs include a mandatory research project or thesis, which
hones students' analytical and research skills.

- Seminars and Workshops: These are often part of the curriculum, providing students with opportunities
for discussion, debate, and presentation.

1.2. Political Science General Curriculum



The General degree offers a broader overview of political science without the depth of specialization seen
in Honours programs. The curriculum generally includes:

- Foundational Courses: These cover the basics of political theory, comparative politics, international
relations, and public administration.

- Electives: Students can choose from a range of electives, but these are usually more general in scope.

- Less Emphasis on Research: General degrees might require less independent research, focusing more on
exams and coursework.

2. Skill Development
2.1. Analytical Skills

Both Honours and General degrees in Political Science aim to develop strong analytical skills. However,
the Honours program typically goes deeper, fostering:

- Critical Thinking: Through intensive reading and analysis of political texts and theories.

- Research Proficiency: Skills in data collection, analysis, and interpretation, often developed through a
thesis or research project.

- Argumentation:** The ability to construct and defend arguments, an essential skill in political debates and
discussions.

2.2. Communication Skills
Both programs emphasize:

- Written Communication: Essays, reports, and papers are common assignments that help students articulate
their thoughts clearly and persuasively.

- Oral Communication: Presentations, debates, and seminars develop students' abilities to present their ideas
effectively.

2.3. Understanding of Political Systems

Honours students typically gain a more nuanced understanding of political systems due to their in-depth
study and research. General students acquire a broad understanding, which can be useful in various entry-
level positions.

2.4. Ethical and Civic Awareness

Courses in political philosophy and ethics, more prevalent in Honours programs, help students develop a
sense of ethical responsibility and civic duty.

3. Career Opportunities

3.1. Career Paths for Honours Graduates



An Honours degree in Political Science opens up several specialized career paths, including:

- Academic and Research Careers: Graduates may pursue higher studies (e.g., Master's, Ph.D.) leading to
careers in academia or research institutions.

- Public Policy and Administration: Many Honours graduates find roles in government agencies, think
tanks, or NGOs, where their research skills and in-depth knowledge are highly valued.

- International Relations and Diplomacy: Honours graduates may work in foreign services, international
organizations (like the UN), or multinational corporations focusing on international affairs.

- Political Consulting and Journalism: The analytical and communication skills developed can lead to roles
in political consultancy, journalism, or media.

3.2. Career Paths for General Graduates
A General degree also provides numerous career opportunities, though often at an entry-level, including:

- Public Sector Roles: Graduates can work in various governmental departments, local authorities, or public
administration.

- Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs): Roles in NGOs, particularly in program coordination or policy
implementation, are common.

- Media and Communications: Entry-level roles in journalism, public relations, or communications are also
viable options.

- Business and Industry: Some graduates find roles in the private sector, particularly in corporate social
responsibility (CSR) or public affairs.

4. Impact on Intellectual Growth

4.1. The Role of an Honours Degree in Intellectual Development

An Honours degree often leads to significant intellectual growth, driven by:

- In-depth Knowledge: The deep dive into specific areas of political science enhances intellectual rigor.

- Research Experience: Conducting independent research helps develop critical thinking and problem-
solving abilities.

- Engagement with Complex Theories: Exposure to advanced political theories and methodologies fosters
a sophisticated understanding of political dynamics.

4.2. The Role of a General Degree in Intellectual Development
A General degree also contributes to intellectual growth, though typically in a broader sense:

- Foundation Building: Provides a solid foundation in political science that can be applied in various
professional contexts.

- Versatility: The broader curriculum allows students to explore various interests, contributing to a well-
rounded intellectual development.



- Practical Understanding: Often, General programs emphasize practical understanding over theoretical
depth, which can be useful in applied political work.

5. Societal Contributions

5.1. Honours Graduates

Graduates with an Honours degree often contribute to society through:

- Policy Development: Many go on to work in policy-making, influencing legislation, and public policies.

- Academic Contributions: Some contribute through teaching and research, advancing the field of political
science.

- Leadership Roles: The rigorous training in an Honours program often prepares graduates for leadership
positions in various sectors.

5.2. General Graduates
General degree holders contribute to society in multiple ways:

- Public Service: Many work in public service roles, contributing to the implementation of policies and
public programs.

- Community Engagement: Graduates often engage in community work, contributing to societal welfare at
a grassroots level.

- Awareness Raising: Through careers in media, education, and NGOs, General graduates help raise
awareness of political and social issues.

6. Further Studies and Specialization
6.1. Opportunities for Honours Graduates
Honours graduates are well-prepared for further studies, including:

- Master's and Ph.D. Programs: Advanced degrees in political science, public policy, international relations,
etc.

- Specialized Certifications: In areas like conflict resolution, international law, or public administration.
6.2. Opportunities for General Graduates
General graduates can also pursue further studies, although they may need to bridge some gaps:

- Postgraduate Diplomas: In areas such as public administration, political communication, or electoral
management.

- Professional Development Courses: To gain specific skills in areas like policy analysis, public relations,
or governance.

7. Challenges and Limitations

7.1. Challenges in Honours Programs



Honours programs, while rewarding, come with challenges:
- High Expectations: The rigorous academic standards can be demanding.

- Limited Specialization Options: Some programs may offer limited options for specialization, restricting
students' ability to focus on their specific interests.

- Pressure to Publish: In some institutions, there may be pressure to publish research, which can be daunting
for undergraduates.

7.2. Challenges in General Programs
General degree programs also have their challenges:
- Lack of Depth: The broader curriculum may not provide the depth of knowledge that some students seek.

- Fewer Research Opportunities: The limited focus on research can be a disadvantage for those looking to
enter research-intensive careers.

- Perception Issues: In some regions or fields, a General degree may be perceived as less prestigious than
an Honours degree.

Conclusion

Both Political Science Honours and General degrees offer valuable educational experiences, though they
cater to different student needs and career aspirations. Honours degrees are ideal for those seeking a deep,
research-oriented education with a focus on specialized areas of political science. General degrees, on the
other hand, provide a broader education, ideal for those looking for flexibility and a wide range of career
opportunities.

Ultimately, the choice between an Honours and a General degree should be based on the student’s career
goals, academic interests, and personal strengths. Each pathway offers unique benefits and challenges, and
both can lead to meaningful and impactful careers in the field of political science.
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LEARNING OUTCOMES OF A POLITICAL SCIENCE HONOURS AND GENERAL DEGREE:

A Political Science Honours degree is structured to provide students with a comprehensive understanding
of political theory, institutions, processes, and behaviour. Throughout the course of study, students acquire
a diverse set of knowledge, skills, and competencies that prepare them for careers in government, academia,
advocacy, international organizations, and various other fields. The learning outcomes of a Political Science
Honours degree encompass both theoretical knowledge and practical skills that enable graduates to
critically analyse political phenomena, engage in informed debate, and contribute to the advancement of
society.

One of the primary learning outcomes of a Political Science Honours degree is a deep understanding of
political theory and ideology. Students explore the works of prominent political philosophers, theorists, and
thinkers, ranging from classical antiquity to the contemporary era. Through the study of texts such as Plato's



"Republic," Machiavelli's "The Prince," Rousseau's "The Social Contract," and Rawls' "A Theory of
Justice," students gain insight into the foundational principles, values, and ideologies that shape political
systems and governance structures. By critically analyzing these theories, students develop the ability to
articulate their own political beliefs and engage in meaningful discourse on issues of justice, power,
democracy, and citizenship.

Another key learning outcome is proficiency in research methods and analytical skills. Political Science
Honours programs typically emphasize both qualitative and quantitative research methodologies, equipping
students with the tools to design and conduct rigorous empirical research. Through coursework in research
design, data analysis, and statistical techniques, students learn how to formulate research questions, collect
and analyze data, and draw meaningful conclusions. By engaging in research projects, students develop
critical thinking skills, problem-solving abilities, and a deeper appreciation for evidence-based inquiry.

Furthermore, a Political Science Honours degree fosters strong writing and communication skills. Students
are required to communicate their ideas effectively through a variety of mediums, including essays, research
papers, policy briefs, presentations, and debates. By honing their writing and oral communication skills,
students learn to convey complex concepts in a clear, coherent, and persuasive manner. Additionally,
students have opportunities to engage in constructive dialogue with peers and faculty members, further
enhancing their ability to articulate and defend their viewpoints.

Moreover, the program emphasizes the development of global awareness and intercultural competence.
Political Science Honours students study international relations, comparative politics, and global
governance, gaining insight into the complex dynamics of world politics. Through coursework, study
abroad experiences, and engagement with diverse perspectives, students develop a nuanced understanding
of global issues, cross-cultural communication, and the interconnectedness of nations and societies. By
cultivating a global mindset, students are better equipped to navigate an increasingly interconnected and
interdependent world.

Additionally, a Political Science Honours degree promotes ethical leadership and civic engagement.
Students explore ethical dilemmas in politics, examine the responsibilities of political leaders and citizens,
and reflect on the moral principles that should guide political decision-making. Through internships,
community service projects, and extracurricular activities, students have opportunities to apply their
knowledge and skills to address pressing social issues and contribute to positive social change. By fostering
a sense of civic responsibility and ethical leadership, the program prepares graduates to make meaningful
contributions to their communities and society at large.

In conclusion, the learning outcomes of a Political Science Honours degree encompass a wide range of
knowledge, skills, and competencies that prepare graduates for diverse career paths and active citizenship.
By fostering critical thinking, research proficiency, communication skills, global awareness, and ethical
leadership, the program equips students with the tools to analyse complex political phenomena, engage in
informed debate, and contribute to the advancement of society.



